
  2   

Vinyl, Retro, and Fusion. 
(Also applies to line stage, line stage boards, hobby and all custom preamps) V2 
 

SAFETY INSTRUCTION  
  
To avoid personal injury or damage to equipment, 
please ensure that you read this manual in its entirety 
before attempting to operate the equipment. Please 
retain this manual for future reference.      
  

TO PREVENT THE RISK OF ELECTRIC SHOCK, DO NOT   
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES REMOVE ANY PARTS OF 

THE EQUIPMENT COVER. ALL SERVICING MUST BE 
CARRIED OUT BY QUALIFIED SERVICE PERSONNEL.  

  
  
  

  
  

  
This icon is intended to alert the user to “dangerous voltage” within the product’s enclosure that 
may be of sufficient magnitude to constitute a risk of electric shock to persons 

 This icon indicates presence of important operating and maintenance (servicing) instructions 
in the literature accompanying the appliance. to prevent possible personal injury    

  
WARNING: Do Not Disassemble   

Do not attempt to service the equipment beyond that described in this manual. Touching the 
equipment’s internal parts could result in severe personal injury. All other servicing or 
problems as listed below should be referred to qualified service technicians:  

• The power supply cord or plug has been damaged  
• Objects have fallen or liquid has been spilled into the equipment  

• The equipment does not appear to function normally or exhibits a change in performance  

• The equipment has been dropped or the enclosure damaged  
Do not under any circumstances allow anyone to modify your preamp equipment without first 
checking with us. Unauthorized modifications will invalidate your guarantee.  
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Power Source  
The equipment should be connected to a power supply only of the type described in this 
manual or as marked on the equipment.  

Grounding or Polarization  
Power supply cords should be routed so that they are not likely to be walked on or pinched by items 

placed upon or against them, paying attention to cords and plugs, convenience receptacles, and the point 
where they exit from the amplifier. Experimenting with an additional green wire ground or reverse two-wire 
plugs/adapters is a advanced skill. Don’t do it if your unfamiliar with the process.  

 

      
Ventilation  
The equipment should be situated so that its location or position does not interfere with its 
proper ventilation.   

1. The equipment must not be placed on bed, sofa, or similar surfaces, that may block the 
ventilation openings,   

2. The equipment must not be placed in a built-in installation, such as a bookcase or cabinet 
that may impede the flow of air.   

3. The equipment should be situated away from heat sources such as radiators, heat register, 
stoves, or other electronic appliances that produce heat. This equipment is not intended 
for commercial use.  

Water and Moisture  
The equipment should not be used near water, e.g., near a bathtub, washbowl, kitchen sink, 
laundry tub, in a wet basement, or near a swimming pool etc. Similarly, do not placed objects 
filled with liquid, such as vases on top of the equipment.  

Lighting  
hi-fi system can be damaged by lightning. Power amplifiers are particularly at risk and 
therefore should be turned off when there is risk of lightning strike. For complete protection all 
mains plugs and any aerial cables should be disconnected when not in use.  

Power Lines  
In case of connecting a tuner, an outdoor antenna should be located away from power lines. 
If an outside antenna is connected to the system, be sure the antenna is grounded so as to 
provide some protection against voltage surges and built up of static charges.  

Cleaning  
Never clean with furniture polish, benzene, or volatile liquids. Dust periodically with a clean, 
soft paint brush. Fingerprints can be removed with a moist polishing cloth.   

      
Introduction  
  
Thank you for the purchase a PJL Electronics high performance preamp. Please study 
this manual carefully and become acquainted with all the features, operation and 
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capabilities of your new equipment. Should you have any questions, or desire other 
information on your preamp, please contact us directly.  
  

Unpacking & Set-up  
  
Unpacking  
  
Before any product leaves our factory it is carefully inspected for physical 
imperfections as a routine part of PJL Elecronics quality control. After you have 
unpacked the equipment, carefully inspect for any physical damage. Save the 
shipping carton and packing materials as they are essential for future use to reduce 
the possibility of transportation damage.   
  
Set-up   
  
1. Check Equipment Voltage  
PJL Electronics supply’s the appropriate power supply and cord for your intended 
operation. (i.e.  240V / 230V / 220V / 115V / 100V AC dependent on country). Never 
substitute other supply’s or use power adapter without consulting PJL Electronics. 
                                
2. Positioning the Equipment                             
  
The amplifier will generate heat during normal operation. Please ensure that the unit 
is far away from effect of any domestic heat source and adequate air circulation 
around the unit is provided to maintain cool operation. For air circulation, leave 
enough space around the unit (at least 3 inch on the top and 3 inch on the sides and 
leave enough space on the back for the power cord and interconnect cables). If the 
equipment is going to be mounted in an enclosed cabinet, it is recommended that the 
rear of the cabinet has vents to allow air to circulate around the unit. With these 
considerations implemented, the equipment should then provide exceptional 
performance as intended. However, the usual protection of equipment from excessive 
dust and moisture should always be observed. All the equipment made by PJL 
Electronics has been carefully designed with high quality components so that Long-
term undiminished performance is operated in accordance with the instructions 
provided.  
 
3. Connect Signal Cables  
Connect the preamp to the input source to the amplifier’s right and left channel RCA 
jacks then connect your sources to the preamp. These jacks are labeled above the 
connectors. 
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Operating Tips  
 
 
A. Power cord, plugs and sockets  
The power cord should be routed so that it is not likely to be stepped on or pinched 
by items placed upon or against it. All the plugs and sockets supplied with your 
equipment have been chosen because they mark the best possible connection for 
their purpose. A poor contact will degrade the signal substantially, plugs and sockets 
should look clean and free from corrosion. The easiest way to clean them is to switch 
off the equipment, pull the plugs out of their sockets, and push them back in again. 
Special contact cleaners and contact enhancers should not be used as they tend to 
deposit a film, which is very difficult to remove and may degrade performance.  
  
B. Switching on and off  
Source components and power supplies for CD players, tuners, preamplifiers and 
crossovers should be switched on before switching on the amplifier(s). Always switch 
the amplifier(s) off and wait for its power supply capacitors to discharge before 
connecting or disconnecting any leads. Always use the power switch on the 
equipment instead of the mains outlet switch.  
  
C. Running in  
Tube equipment will take a considerable time to run-in before it performs at its best. 
The duration varies, but under some conditions you will find that the sound continues 
to improve for as much as five weeks of use. 
  
D. Power supply  
Only used the supplied power supply. 
  
E. Positioning  
Power supplies and amplifiers should be located at a reasonable distance away from 
other equipment in the system. Adequate spacing will prevent the generation of 
transformer resonance which in turns causing audible hum to be heard from the 
loudspeakers. The minimum recommended distance is 300mm (12 inches), and that 
allowed by the standard interconnect lead being maximum. If you are placing the 
equipment on equipment rack or table please ensure that the frame is structural sound 
for supporting the total weight of the equipment.  
  
 

General Warnings  
  

1. Read these instructions.  

2. Do not use this apparatus near water.  

3. Clean only with a dry cloth. NEVER use flammable or combustible chemicals for cleaning 
audio components. 

4. Do not block ventilation openings. 

5. Do not install near any heat sources such as radiators, heat registers, stoves or another 
apparatus that produces heat.  

6. Do not defeat the safety purpose of the polarized plug.  
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7. Protect the power cord from being walked on or pinched, particularly at plugs, convenience 
receptacles, and the point where they exit from the apparatus.  

8. Only use attachments and accessories specified by the manufacturer.  

9. Unplug this apparatus during lightning storms or when unused for long periods of time.  

10. Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel. Servicing is required when the apparatus 
has been damaged in any way, such as when the power cord or plug has been damaged; 
liquid has been spilled or objects have fallen into the apparatus; or the apparatus has been 
exposed to rain or moisture, does not operate normally, or has been dropped.  

.  

11. ALWAYS disconnect your entire system from the AC mains before connecting or 
disconnecting any cables, or when cleaning any component 

12. AC extension cords are NOT recommended for use with this product. 

13. NEVER bypass any fuse. 

14. No naked flame sources, such as candles, should be placed on the apparatus.  

15. Tube rolling, tweaking, etc. is an advanced skill and only recommended for advanced 
users. 

16. Keep out of reach of children. 

 
 

 

 

Prop 65 warning: 

 

All PJL Electronics products carry a California PROP 65 warning. 
 
In general, electronic components, electronic products, or production supplies may 
include some level of substances identified by PROP 65.  
 
Most products are assembled with leaded solder, a substance listed by PROP 65 to 
cause cancer or reproductive harm. In some cases, lead free or specialty solder is 
used. These products also use chemicals known to the state of California to have 
similar risks. 
 
In addition, some products may contain vintage or NOS components. Limited or no 
data may be available for these components and therefore assumed to contain a 
listed substance in amounts exceeding Significant Risk Levels/ Dosage level. 
 
PJL Electronics is providing this warning out of an abundance of caution to fully 
comply with the Proposition 65 Law and as an information service to our customers. 
 
Exercise caution when handling subject products to prevent inhalation, absorption or 
ingestion. 
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Trouble shooting: 
 

1. Contact PJL Electronics if the unit fails to turn on or if there is any noticeable 
difference in operation. Always contact PJL if you are unsure about the operation 
of your preamp. 

2. Plug all sources, amplifier and preamp into the same outlet strip. 
3. Make a clean, low resistance connection between the turntable ground and the 

amp or preamp ground. 
4. Build the system up one piece at a time and do simple diagnostic tests to sort out 

problems. 
5. Experiment with an additional green wire ground in strategic places. 
6. Use quality patch cords and make sure they fit snugly at both the preamp and 

phono ends. 
7. Use the shortest posable cable to connect the phono to the preamp. 
8. Keep the preamp, patch cords, and turntable away from magnetic sources.  Ie. 

Transformers, motors, lighting with transformers or smps. 
 

www.pjlelectronics.com 
 
Notes and unit info: 

 


